*    ACCESSION    *

habited with and borne him (Mr. Ford) a family- of
children, in consideration also of her having been uni-
formly introduced into society as his wife, she con-
sidered herself justly entitled to his hand, and in conse-
quence she stipulated that Mr. Ford should at once name
a day to ratify the promise so incessantly made, or in the
event of refusal, she conceived herself at liberty to act
as the dictates of prudence should prescribe. Mr. Ford,
however, thought fit to evade the question, when she
conceived herself at liberty to embrace the protection
offered by the Duke of Clarence, as in that case, she con-
ceived ample means would be placed at her disposal to
provide for her offspring, in whose behalf no legal plea
on Mr. Ford could be set forth.'

These developments inevitably caused public com-
ment, especially as Mrs. Jordan did not give up the stage.
However, she and the Duke settled down to a life of
quiet domesticity, producing a family of ten children,
five boys and five girls.

A description in the press of a birthday party given by
the Duke and Mrs. Jordan at Bushey roused Cobbett to
indignant protest in his Political Register. The account
stated that the Prince of Wales had attended, with four
of his brothers, the Lord Chancellor, and various mem-
bers of the aristocracy and their wives 5 that the Prince
had led in Mrs. Jordan to the head of the table5 that the
Duke's 'numerous family were introduced and admired',
including *an infant in arms with a most beautiful white
head of hair'; whilst the Duke of Kent's band had played
extracts from Haydn's Creation. This last item Cobbett
characterised as blasphemous, and he demanded a denial
of the whole story, which was not forthcoming.

Less severe moralists than Cobbett, however, felt a
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